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Further Description of the Nature of the

House in the Early Eighteenth Century

What else does the physical evidence within the present
structure tell us of the house of ca. 17177 There was brick
and clay nogging in the front, side and rear walls (figure
27). There was no overhang of the second story; the orig-
inal exterior wall of the first story (with nogging) is
flush with that of the second story (figure 29). There were
descending braces in at least the western part of the house
(figures 27 and 28).

Lath and plaster was applied directly to the studs
inside the nogging (figure 29). Presumably the interior
surface of all the outer walls was finished with plaster.

We have seen early plaster and lath in the front wall of
west room and on the side and rear walls of the west chamber
(figure 28). 1In addition to there being lath and plaster
between the joists in the west chamber ceiling, the exposed
joists were whitewashed (figures 30 and 31). Figures 32 and
33 show the contrasting treatment below the hearths in the
east and west chambers. The planks of the eastern floor
framing are visible in figure 32. Joists and butt cogs are
seen in figure 33.

Henry Hooper's expenditures indicate that the exterior
finish was clapboarding. Underneath that and still evident

in numerous places were one inch thick, rough sawn horizontal



