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with lime to form water-soluble soaps. Latex paint is,

therefore,a superior primer for masonry or plaster.

7. Repair, Recondition Fence
The fence standing before the house has rotted pales
which need replacement as well as decorative urns, dating

from the early 20th century, which need reconditioning.

Interior:
1. Heating/Cooling/Humidifying Systems

lThe question of what heating procedures to recommend
in the Hooper-Lee-Nichols House is a delicate one and
difficult to answer. It is unlikely that a proper
museum-type atmosphere with constant control over heat
and humidity can be achieved in the house; this would
require the installation of vapor barriers, a procedure
which is, to all practical purposes, impossible. Thus,
it is not recommended that a museum-type atmosphere be
attempted. Interior finish and fabric and the house's
valuable contents will, however, benefit from a more humid
atmosphere. Ideally, fluctuations in temperature and relative
humidity from interior to exterior wall surfaces should be
brought within a certain median range where extreme shifts
in either temperature or relative humidity are modified.
The aim is to minimize the potential for harmful condensa-
tion to occur between interior and exterior wall surfaces.
It is unreasonable to suggest that, in winter, interior
temperatures be allowed to reach equilibrium with outside

temperatures, however, it is recommended that the house be



