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COOper_ﬁnion, New York, Nov. 20, 1893.
Hon. Henry Lee.

Dear Sir:-

It has been a great satisfaction to me as well as
to the other members of ocur family, that, since we could not oc-
cupy the old homestead in Brattle Street, it has returned inte
your nanas, as having a nereditary regara for 1it. Being the
oldest of Mrs. Nichols' children, and having known the house since
my father first moved into it about forty years ago, I recollect
perhaps more of the condition in which we found it, than any one
novw living. Many little facts I think may be of value and in-
terest to you. At the time my fathér leﬁsed it from Mrs. Car-
penter for quite a term of years, hehagreed to spend, I believe,
$1,000. in improvements -- a large amount in those days.

When he took the house, & shed ran ?lohg the north side; the
roof of which came nearly to the ground I do not thjue the 8hed
continued the whole iength of the nouse; but as I recollect, was
on the north-zast end. The preseng dining-room was made over
from its former use as a kitchen. For some years after we had
the house, an immense firesplace with a high mantlepiece, jutted

into the kitchen. At the time the change was made, this fire-



