
 

 

 

Winter 2005   Our Centennial Year         The Newetowne Chronicle/ 1 

A publication of the Cambridge Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Winter  2005 

Volume V, Number 1 

_________________________ 

 
P E O P L E   A N D   P L A C E S 

The Remarkable John ñJackò  

Emerson 
cover story 

 

The Lost Diners of Cambridge  
page 8 

 
F R O M   T H E   P R E S I D E N T  
The First Century 
page 2 

 
F R O M   T H E   D I R E C T O R  

A Vision for the Second Century 
page 3 
 
S O C I E T Y   N E W S   

Annual meeting reports 
page 4 

 

From NECCO to Novartis 
page 6 

 
F R O M   T H E   L I B R A R Y   &  
A R C H I V E   
Mark Time  

Any Questions?   
page 7 
 
C A L E N D A R   O F   E V E N T S 

page 9 

______________________ 

 
THE CAMBRIDGE  

HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

The Hooper-Lee-Nichols House 

159 Brattle Street 

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138 

 

Tel: 617/547-4252 

Fax: 617/661-1623 

 

Web site: www.cambridgehistory.org 

E-mail: info@cambridgehistory.org 

P E O P L E   A N D   P L A C E S  

The Remarkable John ñJackò Emerson: 
Founder of the J. H. Emerson Company 
By Daphne Abeel 

 

When Will and George Emerson begin to talk about their family background 

and their father, who founded the J. H. Emerson Company, they mention 

somewhat offhandedly that they are descended from a brother of Ralph Waldo 

Emerson and that their paternal grandfather was related to the artist Maxfield 

Parrish. But it is only when they begin to describe their father, John ñJackò 

Emerson, that their interesting and remarkable family legacy becomes clear. 

 

Today, the J. H. Emerson Company, now run by Will and George, is tucked 

away in a beautiful, well-lit, old brick warehouse on a dead-end street in 

North Cambridge. When Jack Emerson started the company, in 1928, it was 

located at 15 Brattle Street, above what was once Woolworthôs. While two of 

his brothers had graduated from Harvard in the field of medicine, Jack was a 

high school dropout. At loose ends, the native New Yorker moved to Cam-

bridge. He was inventive and mechanically oriented, and through his brothersô 

connections at Harvard, he began to design and manufacture mechanical de-

vices for the medical profession. 
(continued on page 8) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Jack Emerson, with his version of the iron lung 
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F R O M   T H E   P R E S I D E N T  
The First Century 
 

Completing 100 years calls for a cele-

bration of the past and a look to the fu-

ture. The committee reports on pages  

4ï6 describe accomplishments of the 

past year, and our executive directorôs 

vision for the future is on page 3. I 

will  comment on our success in fund-

raising and take a look at the founding 

of the CHS. 

 

I am pleased to report that in addition to 

hosting our centennial celebra-

tion,Novartis has pledged a leadership 

gift of $10,000 to the Society. Karen 

Falb describes our plans on page 6. 

Thanks to the work of Bob Crocker and 

his subcommittee, businesses through-

out Cambridge are contributing money 

to help us reach our goal of raising 

$100,000 in our 100th year as the keep-

ers of Cambridge history. Thanks also 

to Larry Nathanson, who made the ini-

tial connection with Novartis and who 

has put together the program. 

 

We have also been seeking individuals 

and businesses to underwrite special 

expenses. With pleasure I can report 

that the Cambridge Savings Bank has 

pledged $20,000 to cover the estimated 

cost of publishing our centennial book, 

edited by Daphne Abeel (see page 6). 

Look for an invitation to our publication 

party in October, and thank Andy 

Leighton for making the connection 

with Cambridge Savings Bank. 

 

It is interesting to look back to June 17, 

1905, when 18 people, calling them-

selves ñthe subscribers,ò met to form the 

Cambridge Historical Society. Richard 

Henry Dana III, the temporary chair-

man, appointed two committees, one to 

present a set of by-laws and the other to 

nominate a slate of councilors and offi-

cers. The approved by-laws included the 

provision that any Cambridge resident 

could be nominated for membership and 

would become a member upon a two-

thirds vote of the Council. The subscrib-

ers elected 13 councilors, including 

Mary Isabella Gozzaldi, Alice Long-

fellow, and Richard Henry Dana III, 

who was elected president. A lawyer 

and civil service reformer, he was the 

son of the author of Two Years Before 

the Mast and the husband of Edith 

Longfellow, a daughter of Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow. 

 

 

On October 30, 1905, the Society held 

its second meeting, billed as the ñ1st 

Annual Meeting.ò After reelecting the 

slate of councilors and officers, the 

meeting was devoted to the reading of 

four papers on different aspects of Cam-

bridge history. The papers were pub-

lished in the first of a series of books 

called Cambridge Historical Society 

Proceedings. The Society published 

these books regularly until 1979 and as 

funding has permitted since then. The 

Proceedings are our legacy and are truly 

a treasure trove of Cambridge history. 

 Ted Hansen 
 

Richard Henry Dana III, first 

president of the Cambridge  

Historical Society  
Photo from  

Cambridge Historical Society Archive  


