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PEOPLE AND PLACES

Churches Reborn
By Michael Kenney

The pending conversion of Blessed Sacrament Church in Cambridgeport to
residential use will be the latésand largest entry in a history of the reuse

of Cambridgeds

churches,

practice that goes back to the late 18th century.

chapel s,

Holden Chapel shortly after it was built in 1742. Harvard Yard is to

the left, the Cambridge Common to the right.

Photo Cambridge Historical Society Archives

The earliest reugethat of Holden Chapel in Harvard Yd&rdcame just 24 years
after it was built in 1742. It was displaced as a place for religious services in
1766, with the building of Harvard Hall. After serving as a barracks during the
Revolution, it became the first quarters of the Harvard Medical School in 1782.

Choral groups rehearse there now, and with a distinctive Baroque cartouche

ar

above the entrance, it is also the site of student chamber music recitals during

Harvardobés ArtsFi

r st

festi

val s.

The most spectacular reuse is that of the Old Cambridge Baptist Church in Har-
vard Square, a Gothic Revival structure built in 18®70. Long known as a
home for political and social activists, its sanctuary and church hall were leased

(continued on page 6)
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FROMTHE PRESIDENT

In Praise of VVolunteers

It has been said that the United States is a
nation of volunteers, that there are a multi-
tude of nonprofit organizations run either
wholly or in part by people who contribute
their time and talent. CHS and other such
community organizations could scarcely
stay in existence without the efforts of vol-
unteers.

| would like at this time to thank those in-
dividuals who freely give of their time to
make CHS the success that it is. First and
foremost, of course, are the elected coun-
cilors and advisors, who contribute to the
council and committee meetings, assist at
various events, and are available for advice
and counsel.

But there are many others whose hames do
not appear on the CHS masthead that | now
want to recognize for their efforts on be-
half of the Society.
tired journalist, writes articles for our
newsletter (see pages 5, 8, 9), assists at
events, and has begun to answer research
inquiries. Our former research docent,
Brian Youmans, recently moved to Califor-
nia, and we are most grateful for his years
of service.

The Collections Committee benefits from
the talents of Renny Little, Marilee Meyer,
and Susan Adams Taylor. They were tre-
mendously helpful in the recent process of
identifying the provenance and value of the
Societybds furniture

Serving on the Program Committee are
Jennifer Hanse and Jinny Nathans. Jenni-
fer, a member for several years, should be
particularly recognized for organizing our
April program on Club 47. Jinny joined the
committee this year and has already made
numerous contributions through her vast
knowledge of Cambridge and her connec-
tions to the community.

a
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The Publications Committee benefits from
the efforts of Michael Kenney, a journalist

who regularly contributes feature stories to
the newsletter (see page 1).

On the Finance Committee, Bill Truslow
and Peter Winn have contributed their time
and knowledge for many years.

Chris Lenney, who spent two semesters
with us as an archives intern from Sim-
mons College, has now become a volunteer
who will continue to bring his expertise to
the processing of our archival collections.

Finally, I want to thank Annette LaMond
and the members of the Cambridge Plant
and Garden Club who maintain and im-
prove the gardens and landscape of the
HooperLeeNichols House.

Ted Hansen

Thel ma O6Bri en, a re

CHS centennial book to be
published in 2006

Due to the need to take more time
with the details of book production,
we are postponing the publication of
our centennial volumeZambridge
in the 20th Century: A City's Life
and Times, éited by Daphne Abee].
The manuscript is complete and all
the illustrations have been submit-
ted. Details will be announced as the
final publication schedule becomes
available.

We are grateful to the Cambridge
Savings Bank for underwriting the
production of our centennial book.

A puunvauull Ul uic valliviiuyc 1 iwiival ouvicLy
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FROM THE DIRECTOR Perhaps of greater concern is that our location
What 0s Br at t | eleadSthe pesgmgortihat (e>eyety s Pt 0
) marily interested in the history of only Old

Do with It? Cambridge.

The location of the Cambridge Historical Soci- ~ To be sure, the Society was founded by a

ety in the Hoopet ee-Nichols House on Brat- group of residents who were devoted to docu-
tle Street would seem to be fortuitous. In real- ~ menting the history of Old Cambridge. That
ity, our prestigious location has pluses and mi- ~ harrow focus has long since been abandoned,
nuses with respect to the image of the Society but the taint of exclusivity remains. We are

in the community. working hard to change that image through

programs and publications that explore all the
neighborhoods in the city and the cultural di-
versity of our residents. We want to do more
outreach, but weodre | imite
budget. You can help by contacting us if you
would like to organize a program or donate a

B e collection (even a single photograph) that will
_The major positive feature is that Brattle Street help us tell the story of our whole city, East,

is one of our cityos olpbast tNHGtQUIR YT e rtThe s

HooperLee-Nichols House, which dates to history, itoés our history,
ca. 1685, is the oldest house on the street and is
also one of only two houses in the city to sur- Karen L. Davis

vive from the 17th centudy the other being

the CoopeiFrostAustin House (1681), on Lin-
naean Street. Because both the Hodyser
Nichols House and Brattle Street are so old,
and because Old Cambridge was settled more
than a century before East Cambridge, North
Cambridge, and Cambridgeport, we can use
our location to tell the story of Cambridge al-
most from its beginning in 1630.

A possible downside of our address is that
Brattle Street is associated with affluence,
leading to the perception that the Society is
wealthy. In fact, Frances Emerson left the
HooperLeeNichols House to the CHS in
1957 with an endowment of $20,000. Income g
from the endowment was intended to maintain [
the property, but it prqved inadequat_e, so the Karen Davis leading the AFour
Society has had to raise money continuallyto o ct ureo tour durin g Cambridge
preserve the house and operate it as a house  jyly 9. The tour was one of more than 25 offered

museum. In addition, funds are needed to throughout the city under the auspices of the His-

maintain and enlarge our archives and object  toric Cambridge Collaborative. Ted Hansen led

collection, as well as to produce programsand iThe British Loyalists of Brat

publications on Cambridge history. Bushnell guided a group through the Hoepee-
Nichols House.

Photos by Lewis Bushnell

A publication of the Cambridge Historical Society
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SEPTEMBER LECTURE

An Ecological View of
Cambridge
with Sam Bass Warner

Sam Bass Warner, Jr., a noted urban historian,
Boston native, and former Cantabrigian, ad-
dressed a capacity crowd at the Hoelpee-
Nichols House on September 22. The author of
many books and articles on the urban environ-
ment, Warner is probably best known for
Streetcar Suburbs: The Process of Growth in
Boston 1870190Q His most recent book is
Greater Boston: Adapting Regional Traditions
to the PresentHe is currently a visiting profes-
sor of Urban Planning and Studies at MIT.

In his lecture,
Warner addressed
growth and
change in the city
of Cambridge in
50-year seg-
ments, beginning
in 1800. He ex-
amined various
aspects of urban
life in each pe-
riodi Tevel of
industrial devel-
opment, population, health, home life, and wel-
fare of its citizens.

Sam Bass Warner, Jr.

He traced the changes in Cambridge from the
response to technological change (1i8&®50),
which he characterized as the era of the steam
engine, railroads, horses, and artisans when the
citybs population
the next period (1850), which saw the advent
of the heavy use of coal, the growth of the rail-
road network, electricity, the cook stove, in-
door bathrooms, and a public water supply.
The next period (190A950) saw the evolu-
tion of the auto industry, the telephone, radio,
cinema, and the airplane. During this period,
Cambridge reached its peak population of
121,000 and was the home of many manufac-
turing businesses.

grew
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I't was also the era of
and a large influx of immigrants following

World War Il. The final years of the 20th cen-
tury (1950 2000) saw the decline of manufac-
turing and the advent of biengineering, elec-
tronics, and capital investment. In this period,
the population of Cambridge declined to what

it is today, approximately 92,000 residents.

Throughout his remarks, Warner returned to
the subject of quality of life for Cambridge
citizens. As he put it neatly, the poor lived
downwind of the smoke. For those who some-
times yearn for the Good Old Days, he recalled
that in 1850, when 5,000 horses were stabled
in Cambridge, there was plenty of manure, and
hardworking men and women were lucky to
get one bath a week with hot water. Through-
out the 19th century, there was general over-
crowding, the quality of food was poor, and
tuberculosis was rampant.

Housing development and industry boosted the
city in the last half of the 20th century but,
Warner pointed out, robbed the city of virtually
all open space save Fresh Pond and Danehy
Park. The ubiquitous automobile meant that
children lost the use of city streets, and{wo
lane roads have proved barely capable of han-
dling the eveibuilding traffic.

While in general, health, education, and hous-
ing improved for the less well off, Warner re-
marked that the United States remains the rich-
est and the most unequal country in the world.

New health problems, stress, depression, lack
of sleep, and poor nutrition are some of the
21st centuryb6s chal
génfly @HBIlergind*his Qsteﬁeps to %&sm@ro 0;
how they might address the growing disparity
between the rich and poor.

Daphne Abeel

We are grateful to Professor Warner for giving
a copy of his paper to the Cambridge Histori-
cal Society. We also thank the Red House Res-
taurant in Harvard Square for providing excel-
lent refreshments after the lecture.

A publication of the Cambridge Historical Society
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AUGUST RIVER CRUISE Entrants line up for the start by the MIT boat-

Sculling on the Charles house, and the ordeut-of-chaos process is a
sight to behgld, MacMahon said. Crossing the

wi t h DO ATr c Yy M asGrifdlice i Ny ddmputer controlled, as is
the finish, marked by a pole near Herter Park

A lifelong passion for sculling (two oars) and on the Brighton side of the river. MacMahon

rowing (one oar) led one man and a few friends

to organize the Head of the Charles Regatta in

1965. That very same man, DOArcy MacMa -

hon, described the history of that event, and the

perils of the challenging course, during the an-

nual CHS river cruise on August 10 aboard the

Henry Longfellow

Regatta enthusiasts may finally understand

what is going on during this 4@arold annual

Cambridge fall -siet28avaganza. ltds a 3
plusminute, 30plusstrokeperminute race,

that now welcomes at least 7,000 rowers, 24

events (48, when you count the equal male

female split), and a crowd of more than

250,000 spectators, according to MacMahon, D6Arcy MacMahon, a founder o
who gets the crowd figures from municipal the Charles Regatta, speaking to members and
authorities. guests at on the Annual Charles River Cruise

Photo by Lewis Bushnell

Besides describing precisely how the rowers

negotiate the tricky curves and arched bridges sa|d the trickiest part of the race 'S near the

along the course, MacMahon recounted the i Ot Br ![ dg ed. h 0s ttlh e las
hi story of what is :cséndS'g qc%)wdbﬁe”erflaﬁ%os‘aarges
twoday sculling con@petltqr%xan "?‘;1SR/153";1 §goalo t ha

who raced with the Belmont Hill varsity and
was captain of the University of Pennsylvania
varsity lightweight crew and a few friends
from the Cambridge Boat Club attracted 90
boats t o t hRdawingMagaziset
wrote that wedd attract q\lﬂvathee%ewttjlv?qlr%ctgroft hl%yﬂ%egt%rd s, 0

said MacMahon, and from then on, growth was for the Enwronment a nonprof nhature conser-
exponential. vation and education center in Dartmouth,

MacMahon maintains his enthusiasm for row-
ing and river conservation.

turn somethmg into victoy not gettlng SICk
in the boat, -maWetnyy oneds
not to talk so much about

Now rowing clubs must belong to United

States Rowing, a sports governing association,
in order to enter regatta events of four or more
to a boat. Singles and doubles may belong but . L .
can also get in by lottery. Participants from the the conservation activities of the Charles River

Conservancy, presented by John Page, chief
year before are guaranteed a place if they come : .
in within 5 percent of OQeWténgQﬁlceﬁqﬁh%Céqc'times. nltos

more complicated than t
but thatdés a way to ur;nae(g > ?23%& I'\ne%a@awglé
Only the entry commi t t°% ok?er fin c?w}’wgqo%\rﬂr

it, o but it wor ks. New entrants are hos I%( a
draw. el Oo rier

The eveningds program was
by updates on the Charles River parklands and

o} S 14
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